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     Members of the Saint Joseph 
School Advisory Board recently 
thanked outgoing Principal Barbara 
Bankston for her two outstanding 
years of service, which included 
leading the school to landmark 
dual accreditation by SACS and 
SAIS.  Mrs. Bankston will con-
tinue to serve SJS part-time as cur-
riculum coordinator during the up-
coming academic year.  
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     St. Joseph welcomes new SJS Principal Donavan 
Yarnall and his family to Athens this summer.  The 
Yarnalls are coming to Athens from Macon, Geor-
gia, where they were parishioners at St. Joseph 
Church and where Mr. Yarnall was the Assistant 
Principal and Physical Education Teacher at St. Jo-
seph Catholic Elementary School.   
     Mr. Yarnall grew up in Indiana and attended 
Catholic schools through high school.  He played 
college baseball at Manchester College in Northern 
Indiana where he earned a Bachelors degree in 
Physical Education.  As Assistant Principal at St. Jo-
seph in Macon, he developed strong relationships 
with the students, staff and families. Other areas 
where he was able to make a significant impact in-
cluded optimizing the school schedule, community 
building and recruitment, and teacher mentoring.  He 
has also enjoyed coaching high school baseball for 
12 years. 
     Donavan and Rachel Yarnall have been married 
seven years and have a 10-month-old son, Isaac. 
Their family also includes two pugs, Quincy and 
Rascal.  Mrs. Yarnall holds a Masters in Education 

in College Student Personnel and was Director of 
Admissions for Wesleyan College in Macon for four 
years before their son was born.  The Yarnalls were 
both Eucharistic ministers at their parish in Macon, 
and Mr. Yarnall is a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.  
     Mr. Yarnall will take over as Principal at SJS this 
fall.  He says, “I am very excited about joining the 
St. Joseph staff.  I was attracted to St. Joseph's for its 
academic excel-
lence and top-
notch faculty and 
staff.  I look for-
ward to continu-
ing the St. Joseph 
tradition of en-
countering Christ 
through the pur-
suit of academic 
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     One of the more ubiquitous parish members, Nancy 
Hobart is involved in any number of the church’s or-
ganizations. Originally from Washington, D.C. where 
she grew up in the Episcopal Church and schools, she 
grew disillusioned with that faith and left her church 
for many years after college.  
     Nancy moved to Athens with her husband, Jerry, in 
the 1960s and worked in several UGA offices for many 
years. Working most recently in the same office with 

two other parishioners, Jeannette Stroer and Jack 
Burke, she was impressed with their outlook and de-
meanor, attributing it to their Catholic faith, and joined 
the RCIA classes to learn more about it. Nancy joined 
the church family in 1989 and immediately became a 
member of the choir.  
     After surviving a serious bout with cancer, Nancy 
realized that “life is a gift” that should be used well, 
and retiring from her job, she decided to devote as 
much time as she could to parish life. She started with 
working on the weekly Bulletin, served on the Parish 
Council, joined several other groups, and eventually 
was led by Father David to involve herself with the 
Forward in Faith Capital Campaign. As she had fol-
lowed the Holy Spirit’s calling this far, she responded 
by taking on this new challenge as well.  
     In addition to all her important work for the parish, 
Nancy is a fun-loving person who enjoys singing in the 
choir, working hard in her yard, socializing with her 
neighbors and caring for her dog, Molly, and her cat, 
Harriet.  

(If you would like to nominate an outstanding parishioner to be 
highlighted in this section, please e-mail 
stjoes_news@yahoo.com.)  
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�����Under the ever-skillful direction of Roger Stroer, the 
St. Joseph Charities recent food drive was a “very suc-
cessful drive,” according to Chairperson Rose Thomas. 
A total of 250 bags of food went to the Emergency 
Food Bank, with 229 of them delivered to the church 
and then carried by Roger’s faithful crew of workers. 
Since the Charities workers no longer have a food pan-
try in the church, clients are frequently sent to the Food 
Bank, and this yearly drive helps them replenish their 
shelves. St. Joseph Charities has been told that their list 
of food items for the bags is an excellent one, and they 
thank the many parishioners who comply with this list 
when filling their bags.  
     Roger’s hard-working crew consists of Dan 
Devereaux, Rose Thomas and her son, Billy, Betty Ann 
and Ed Dye, Bob Morris, John Hammes, Brad Nursey, 
and eighth-grader Ricardo Atiles, fulfilling a service 
project for school. St. Joseph Charities thanks all of 
these helpers for a job well done.  

     In other news, workers are currently helping three 
parishioners consistently, and in the last month helped 
21 other clients, mainly with large bills for rent and 
power. There has been a steady increase in the cost of 
these utilities over the last year, with no substantial in-
crease in the income earned by the clients, which con-
tributes to the high poverty rate in Athens. At least one 
worker has been attending the Partners for a Prosper-
ous Athens meetings, and a report on that should be 
available at a later date. At present, St. Joseph Charities 
is discussing how to better serve the Hispanic popula-
tion of the church.   
     Charities workers remember with gratitude all the 
work that the late Jim Altmiller did on their behalf, and 
they thank his widow, Mary, for all she still contributes 
to their efforts. They also fondly remember two sup-
portive spouses, Phyllis Bogner and Bill Lakin, whose 
influence was helpful to their work. May they rest in 
peace.  
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�����Those who volunteered their time and talent in the 
Office of Religious Education were treated to a spe-
cial evening hosted by Fr. David McGuinness. On 
Tuesday, May 22, volunteers met with Fr. David in 
the parking lot of Kohl’s, adjacent to the newly ob-
tained church property. From there, the approxi-
mately 25 participants were led on a trek through the 
woods, as Fr. David explained the proposed layout of 
the church property. The group then crossed the 
street to the Catholic Mission Church, Capilla Nues-
tra Senora de Guadalupe (Chapel of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe), located in the primarily Hispanic Pine-
wood South mobile home community. In the tiny 

chapel where Fr. David celebrated the Eucharist, the 
St. Joseph volunteers were warmly welcomed by the 
residents with home-baked goods. Though there may 
have been a language barrier between the visitors 
and the community members, no one misunderstood 
the smile present on each face.  
     After mass, the Religious Education volunteers 
concluded the evening with dinner at Ryan’s Steak-
house. �
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In an effort to raise additional funds for the annual 

Catholic Heart Work 
Camp, Life Teen re-
cently held two 
food-related fund-
raisers on the church 
grounds. On May 
13, the teenagers 
served a Pancake 
Breakfast outside the 
Parish Hall in honor 
of Mother’s Day and 
the last Sunday of 
Religious Education. 
Just 10 days later, on 
May 23, members of 
the youth group 

were serving parishioners again, this time inside the 
Parish Hall for the annual Chili Cook-off. Most of 

the chili was prepared 
and donated by generous 
parishioners, who were 
also hoping to win the 
coveted title of “Best 
Chili.” After dinner at-
tendees tasted several 
different varieties of one 
of America’s favorite 
meals, they were encour-
aged to vote for the one 
chili recipe they liked 
the most. The votes were 
tallied and the winning 
chili belongs to…Lisa 
Wicks!  
     Combined, the Pan-
cake Breakfast and Chili 
Cook-off raised $700, all 
going toward the Catho-
lic Heart Work Camp.  
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“Whom Shall I Send?” That was the question Youth 
Minister Jenny Collard may have been asking herself 
as this summer’s annual Catholic Heart Work Camp 
approached. Fortu-
nately she answered, 
“Here I am, Lord,” 
along with 5 other 
leaders and 12 teenag-
ers, who spent the 
week of June 3 - 8 in 
Mobile, Alabama. 
While there, the group 
participated in various 
service projects, such 
as repairing homes for 
the elderly and work-
ing with the mentally 
disabled. The 18 Life 
Teen members 
boarded at St. Mary’s 

Catholic School, following a strict schedule: rise at 
6:00 am for breakfast and daily mass; work from 
9:00 am - 3:00  pm; wind down in the evenings with 
praise and worship. In between, they also found time 
to just be teenagers by playing Frisbee, going out to 

dinner, and doing the 
Limbo. In response 
to the young people’s 
hard work and dedi-
cation throughout the 
week, Mobile Mayor 
Samuel L. Jones 
awarded every teen-
ager with a Certifi-
cate of Recognition. 
Other youth minis-
ters commented on 
how well-behaved 
and respectful the St. 
Joseph teens were, a 
compliment that 
should make the en-
tire parish proud.  
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