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A reading from the Liturgy of the Hours for Ash 
Wednesday— 
From a letter to the Corinthians by St. Clement, Pope 
 
“Let us fix our attention on the Blood of Christ and 
recognize how precious it is to God His Father, since 
it was shed for our salvation and brought the grace 
of repentance to all the world." 
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He stands alone to face a jeering, gloating crowd.  
Whose shouts drown out the garden’s night-time quiet.  
Their hour has come, no loyal friends now stand with Him— 
To seize Him now will cause no public riot.  

Where are those men whose twisted limbs he made so strong 
The blind who see, the souls which demons fled— 
The parents of those children His hands blessed with love,  
The hungry crowds who ate the fish and bread?  

Where are His staunchest friends—His chosen, the elect— 
Who shared His daily meals, His work, His prayer?  
Their frantic footsteps in the distance He can hear— 
As they escape a sight they cannot bear.  

I ask the question— “How could they abandon Him? 
What craven fears forced them to run away?”  
Yet in my deepest heart I honestly must ask— 
“Would I myself have had the strength to stay?”  

Throughout my daily life these questions I must face. 
So many times I have to make a choice,  
Do I reject the rough paths for the well-trod road?  
Do I see wrongs and never raise my voice?  

Forgiveness of another’s sins is what He preached— 
When we are hurt to turn the other cheek— 
But what about the times I close my eyes and heart— 
Ignore injustice when I ought to speak?  

The world today shuns those who dare to question life,  
Those whose march is to a different beat,  
So I too shrug, ignore the world’s injustices 
And try to match my steps with others’ feet.  

Oh, how those men who left Him must have wept in pain 
When in a borrowed tomb their Lord was laid.  
Do I weep also when I see the bloody cross?  
Do I in truth believe I would have stayed?  
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“I’m giving up television.”  

“Saying the Rosary five times a week”  

“Going to confession at least once during Lent”  

“Daily act of kindness”  

“I gave up gossip.”  

“Turning my worries into practical help and prayer” 

“More Bible reading and reflection”  

“Eating smaller meals in respect for the hungry”  

“Increasing charitable contributions during Lent”  
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     Born into the segregated south in 1912, Jessie grew 
up on a farm in Wilkes County, the 9th child in a fam-
ily of 13 children. Her father struggled in order to own 
his own farm, and put his children to work there rather 
than sending them to work at “the plantation house” 
where they would be considered “second class citi-
zens.” Jessie attended a one-room schoolhouse, where 
she enjoyed learning. She helped her younger siblings 
with their homework, and remembers “sitting in the 
yard and playing” with them. Her parents saw that they 
always attended church, which inspired Jessie with a 
love of humanity and a need to serve others.  
     When an older sister married and moved to Athens, 
Jessie came to live with her and attended Athens High 
Industrial School, the black high school, where she met 
and married John Tyler Barnett, known as J.T. To-
gether they had 13 children, 10 of whom survived. Life 
was a struggle for them, even with her occasional do-
mestic jobs, but she felt that she “could do just about 
anything other women did...and...learned lots about 
how people think.” They taught their children that 
“they must go beyond where we were.”  
     Through her volunteer work with the PTA and with 
the summer camp for black children (burned down by 
the KKK and later rebuilt as Cap Hallinan) where she 
was the Head Counselor for girls, she became active in 
community work and involved in the changes brought 
about in the early 60’s under President Johnson’s War 
on Poverty. When Father Mulroy integrated St. Joseph 
Parish with Sacred Heart Parish, Jessie’s family led the 
way, believing, as she said, that “there is no black or 
white race, there’s only the human race.” Continuing 
under Father Mulroy’s guidance, she helped to organ-
ize the short-lived Adult High School where adults 
could earn their GED and get better jobs. In Jessie’s 
case this led to a job as teacher-aid in the Head Start 
Program which originated here under the auspices of 
St. Joseph Parish.  
     Later, after completing a Business Supervisory Pro-
gram at UGA, Jessie became involved in bringing AC-
TION to Clarke County, while also serving as a board 
member of the Model Cities Program, and establishing 
a nutrition project for the elderly and a day care pro-
gram for them at the council on Aging.  
     In the mid 70’s, St. Joseph Parish joined the Archdi-
ocesan St. Vincent de Paul Society (now St. Joseph 
Charities) with Jessie as one of our original members. 
She worked tirelessly with poor families, urging us to 

go out into their communities and advocate for their 
rights. One member aptly referred to her as “the con-
science of our community.” Now retired, in her nine-
ties, Jessie says, “Community work is never done, no 
such thing as eight hours a day...I received inward joy 
working with people. I got a chance to do so much mis-
sionary work and that’s what it is all about.” With such 
a legacy of service, we know that God is smiling on 
you, Jessie.  

Note: This information, including quotes, was com-
piled largely through the efforts of Jessie’s daugh-
ter, Barbara, who transcribed Jessie’s written 
memories of her life for us.  

(If you would like to nominate an outstanding parishioner 
to be highlighted in this section, please e-mail 
stjoes_news@yahoo.com.)  
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     For more than 20 years, the Knights of Columbus 
have been hosting the Annual Free Throw Contest for 
both boys and girls ages 10-14. All four winners ad-
vanced to District in Winder, where Zach M. hit 20 out 

of 25 free throws to advance to the State level. In 
March, Zach will compete for the State title for his age 
division at Phillips Arena in Atlanta, right before the 
Hawks game. Congratulations to all!  
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     The first meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 
the Epps Bridge Parkway property was conducted this 
past January. The Council thanked all of those who 
helped refurbish the house in such a beautiful manner. 
The Council reviewed certain revisions made in the site 
plans for the Epps Bridge property and a proposed 
Communications Committee Plan to be used in con-
junction with the Capital Campaign. 
     Afterwards, the meeting was devoted primarily to 
reviewing the goals established by the Council in Au-
gust 2007 (see website www.stjoesathens.org). A plan 
of organization of certain Parish Committees and Min-
istries was presented to the Council to be used in the 
publication of a new Ministries Booklet this sum-
mer. The Plan will be reviewed again at the March 
meeting and then made available to Parishioners via 

the Saint Joseph website. Hard copies will be available 
at the Parish office and some will be mailed to ministry 
leaders. Later this year, periodic meetings of Commit-
tee and Ministry leaders will be established. 
     Hank Wright reported on efforts to form a Hospital-
ity Committee and establish subcommittees on a calen-
dar or Parish events, Parish socials, Ministry Fair, and 
other matters relating to hospitality at Saint Joseph. 
     Initial efforts on a Parish Mission statement were 
presented by John Benca for later review. 
     A committee was appointed to meet with the 
Knights of Columbus to discuss their plans for estab-
lishing a Hispanic Roundtable and how it might relate 
to the Council’s unity goals. The committee will have a 
subsequent meeting with Father David. Also, a com-
mittee was established to review the Bylaws and cer-

tain amendments to be proposed at the next meet-
ing. 
    As always, the Council welcomes all comments 
and suggestions from Parishioners.  
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     Throughout the year, the Student Council at SJS pro-
vides opportunities for students to contribute to their 
community (and have fun doing it!). In October, stu-
dents donated $300 for a Halloween “dress down day” 
to support Saint Joseph Charities. The Christmas dance 
sponsored by Student Council in December brought in 
over 80 stuffed animals for needy children in Athens, as 
well as funds to purchase medical supplies for groups 
within our community and food and gifts for families 
adopted by the students through Saint Joseph Chari-
ties. Student Council members enjoyed shopping for the 
families with Principal Yarnall over the holidays. This 
month students contributed money for Saint Joseph 
Charities as well as mittens and scarves for the needy as 
part of St. Valentine’s Day activities. The faculty advi-
sors of the SJS Student Council are Mrs. Barbara Bank-
ston and Mr. Joe LeBlanc.  
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· February 22, 1891—The Atlanta Constitution 

reports “ Catholics will build a handsome 
$50,000 church on their lot on Prince Avenue.” 
Work on the new edifice will commence some-
time in May. 

· February 8, 1936—The mission of our parish 
extends as far west as Alabama. Under the su-
pervision of St. Joseph Pastor, Father James 
King, LaGrange, near the Alabama state line, 
builds its first Catholic Church. The church will 
cost $16,000. An anonymous donor gives Father 
King $10,000 to start construction, saying only 

that the church must be named for St.Peter. 

· February 18, 1938—Father Harold J. Barr, Pas-
tor of St. Joseph’s is the keynote speaker for 
“Brotherhood Day” at the University of Georgia 
Chapel. 

· February 1963—Ed Fechtel is named Assistant 
Administrator of St. Mary’s Hospital. Fechtel 
would become President of the St. Joseph Parish 
Council in 1967 and again in 2007. 

· February 2006—The Archdiocese of Atlanta 
and St. Joseph Parish purchase 35 acres on Epps 
Bridge Parkway for a new campus. 
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     The SJS girls’ basketball team finished the season 
with a 4-8 record that included wins against Malcom 
Bridge Middle School, George Walton Academy, Ath-
ens Christian School and Athens Academy. The boys’ 
basketball team beat Westminster Academy twice to go 
2-12 on the season. Both the boys' and girls' teams 

were comprised primarily of 7th graders this year, so 
we are looking forward to a strong basketball season 
next year!  
     SJS would like to thank Piedmont College on Prince 
Avenue for the use of their gymnasium facility by our 
basketball teams this year! 

��� �	����,����
.�>�� �)���
���(�������2���!����)�� �!�����
;����
���?��2	����	����,����
.�
������>���/����0��� �	����
1���
����	��@���/����:��+�������-���

��������
�����
��

��� �	����,����
.�!�����0����������������0������
"��+��%�������-��"����������!�������
���
������
1���
���������!���������	���!	�����2	����	����,����

.�"���������������������:	��������,�	��9���
"���������+��%�������-��



���(���� ��)�*��+�(�,���-)�,��(.��� �+/������+����

%��������&�
�'�
�
���������'�
��(� � � ��������������� ���������������)����*��
�������

-
�
���
�	3��-������-		������
"���'�����
     Close to 50 percent of St. Joseph’s goal with the 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal has been met. By gener-
ously giving to this important Appeal, you are helping 
to sustain many ministries of the Archdiocese of At-
lanta that an individual parish is not able to provide. 
Listed are just a few of the many ministries supported 
though this Appeal: 
 
The Office of Vocations 
Preparing for the future needs of the church, this office 
directly facilitates the ongoing discernment process for 
those interested in becoming candidates for priestly 
formation in service to the Archdiocese of Atlanta. 
Over the past 10 years, our archdiocese has continued 
to have some of the highest numbers of men studying 
for the priesthood. This year the archdiocese is spon-
soring 49 men who are currently studying for the 
priesthood. 
 
Office of Hispanic Ministry  
Responding to the needs of a diverse church, this min-
istry fosters a unity within the parishes of our archdio-
cese among the English-speaking and Spanish-
speaking communities. Spanish Masses are offered in 
49 of our parishes and missions. Three religious groups 
of nuns serve our Hispanic community in this archdio-
cese. The Hispanic Apostolate also offers two weeks of 
formation each year, as well as an annual retreat for lay 
persons. 
 
Office of Catholic Schools 
Supporting Catholic education, this office assists each 
of our fifteen elementary and three secondary schools 
by sponsoring a range of activities, including monthly 
principals' meetings, archdiocesan-wide in-service op-
portunities, curriculum writing sessions, technology 
support, assistance with psychological services for stu-
dents, specific training of substitute teachers, and inter-

face with other educational organizations. 
 
Office of Child and Youth Protection 
This program provides education and resources about 
child abuse to the parishes and agencies of the archdio-
cese. Educational programs are offered to parish staff, 
volunteers and parents free of charge.  

HIV/AIDS Ministry  
The HIV/AIDS ministry assists parishes in establishing 
their own HIV/AIDS parish ministries by providing 
support and resources. Parish-based services for AIDS 
awareness/prevention are also offered including in-
service work-shops, speakers and educational pro-
grams. 
 
Pro-Life Office 
Coordinating pro-life efforts within the archdiocese, 
this ministry develops, trains and supports parish pro-
life committees and acts as an archdiocesan resource 
for information on pro-life issues. 
 
Pregnancy, Parenting & Adoption Services 
These services are provided to birth parents, adoptive 
parents and families with an "open adoption" philoso-
phy centered on the best interest of the child. This pro-
gram handled 10 cooperative open adoption place-
ments last year and the new bilingual program served 
12-15 women. 
 
Community Outreach Centers 
These are located here in Athens, Cobb County, 
Gainesville, Chamblee and midtown Atlanta and offer 
bilingual services to low-income clients including job 
placement, English as a Second Language (ESL), and 
immigration counseling and support referrals. Last year 
more than 10,000 clients were served in the five re-
gional offices. 
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The 7th Annual Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament will take place at the 
UGA Golf Course on May 17th with an 8:30 AM shotgun start.  This is our 
#1 fund-raising event.  Our goal this year is to raise $10,000 for the Capital 
Campaign in support of the new school and church.  Please contact Todd 
Walker at 770-993-6308 for additional information.  


